In this paper, we present a new corpus of entailment problems. This corpus combines the following characteristics: 1. it is precise (does not leave out implicit hypotheses) 2. it is based on "real-world" texts (i.e. most of the premises were written for purposes other than testing textual entailment). 3. its size is 150.
Intro
Reasoning is part of our every day routine: we hear Natural Language (NL) sentences, we participate in dialogues, we read books or legal documents. Successfully understanding, participating or communicating with others in these situations presupposes some form of reasoning: about individual sentences, whole paragraphs of legal documents, small or bigger pieces of dialogue and so on. The human reasoning performed in these different situations cannot be explained by a single rigid system of reasoning, plainly because reasoning is performed in different ways in each one of them. Consider the following example:
(1) Three representatives are needed.
If a human reasoner with expert knowledge was to interpret the above utterance in a legal context, s/he will most probably judge that a situation where more than three references are provided could be compatible with the semantics of the utterance. To the contrary, if the same reasoner was to interpret the above as part of a casual, everyday conversation, then three would most likely be interpreted as exactly three, making the same situation incompatible with the utterance. In this paper, we want to focus on precise inference, inference which is either performed by experts or normal people after taking some time to consider the inferences that follow or not from a set of premises. The problem one encounters in testing systems of this type of reasoning is the fact that no large scale datasets of this sort of inference exist. The commonly used datasets for systems fit for this type of precise reasoning, i.e. logical systems based on some model of formal semantics for Natural Language (NL), are the FraCaS test suite and the Recognizing Textual Entailment (RTE) datasets. 1
The FraCaS test suite
The FraCaS test suite 2 is an NLI data set consisting of 346 inference problems. Each problem contains one or more premises followed by one yes/no-question.
3
There is a three way classification: YES, NO or UNK (unknown, see Figure 1 for an example from FraCaS). The FraCaS test suite was later on turned into machine-readable format by Bill McCartney
4
Expansions of FraCaS include: a) MultiFraCaS, in effect a multilingual FraCaS 5 , and b) JSem, the Japanese counterpart to FraCaS, which expands the original FraCaS in a number of ways.
6
Even though the FraCaS test suite contains a rather small number of examples (346), it covers a lot of NLI cases and is, at least to some extent, multilingual. It is to some extent precise, even though there are test cases that do not involve a clear answer and thus are dubbed as undefined in Bill MacCartney's XML version. A further drawback of the FraCaS test stuite is that it involves constructed examples, rather than real text.
(2) An UNK example from the FraCaS test suite.
P1 A Scandinavian won the Nobel Prize.
P2 Every Swede is Scandinavian.
H. Did a Swede win the Nobel prize?
H. A Swede won the Nobel prize.
Label UNK [FraCaS 065]
1 To a certain extent, the SICK dataset Marelli et al. [2014] can be also thought to be fit for testing logical approaches. However, given that SICK has been originally designed to test distributional compositional semantics approaches, it is not an optimal choice for our task.
2 ftp://ftp.cogsci.ed.ac.uk/pub/FRACAS/del16.ps.gz 3 Yet FraCaS exhibits some formal problems. For example, four problems are not formulated as a question.
4 www-nlp.stanford.edu/~wcmac/downloads/fracas.xml . There, the conclusion is presented in two forms: one in the original question format and one as a declarative statement following from the premises (see (2)).
5 www.ling.gu.se/~cooper/multifracas/ 6 More info on the suite and its innovations compared to the original FraCaS can be found here: http://researchmap.jp/community-inf/JSeM/?lang=english .
Recognizing Textual Entailment
The Recognizing Textual Entailment (RTE) challenges first appeared in 2004 as a means to test textual entailment, i.e. relations between a premise text and a hypothesis text (3):
(3) An entailment example from RTE1.
P. Budapest again became the focus of national political drama in the late 1980s, when Hungary led the reform movement in eastern Europe that broke the communist monopoly on political power and ushered in the possibility of multiparty politics.
H. In the late 1980s Budapest became the center of the reform movement.
Label Entailment [RTE702]
In contrast to the FraCaS test suite, the RTE challenges use naturally occurring data as premises. The hypothesis text is then constructed based on this premise text. There is either a binary or a tripartite classification of entailmentdepending on the version of RTE. The first two RTE challenges follow the former scheme and make a binary classification of entailment (entailed or not entailed). Tripartite classification (entailment, negation of the hypothesis entailment or no entailment) is added in the later datasets, retaining two way classification versions as well. Seven RTE challenges have been created altogether.
The main advantages of the RTE challenges is their use of examples from natural text and the inclusion of cases that require presupposed information, mostly world knowledge. Indeed, the very definition of inference assumed in a number of the examples is problematic. As Zaenen et al. [2005] have pointed out, RTE platforms suffer from cases of inference that should not be categorized as such. For these cases, a vast amount of world knowledge needs to be taken into consideration (that most importantly not every linguistic agent has). In this paper, and having the RTE as our starting point challenges, we claim that RTE is insufficiently precise to perform logical reasoning or precise reasoning tasks and we take up the task of validating our working hypothesis and proposing a method for doing proper collection of precise entailment pairs in the style of RTE. Of course, the creators of RTE had in mind a more loose definition of inference where both a precise and an imprecise definition of entailment would be at play. Dagan et al. [2010] mention that "our applied notion of textual entailment is also related, of course, to classical semantic entailment in the linguistics literature... a common definition of entailment specifies that a text t entails another text h (hypothesis, in our terminology) if h is true in every circumstance (possible world) in which t is true." This is close to what we want to capture in this paper. But, at the same time, Dagan et al. [2010] truth of the hypothesis is highly plausible, for most practical purposes, rather than certain". It is these cases we want to make more precise, in the sense of making the supporting hidden inferences that are at play in many of the RTE examples explicit. In a way, what we are aiming at is a methodology of constructing entailment datasets in the style of RTE, that will involve a more precise definition of entailment and will further record any missing/hidden premises are used in justifying or not an entailment pattern.
Method
We have randomly selected 150 problems out of the RTE corpus which were marked as "YES" (i.e. entailment holds). The problems were not further selected nor doctored by us. The problems were then re-rated by experts in logic and/or linguistics. For each problem, three experts were consulted, and each expert rated 30 problems. More precisely, the experts were instructed to reconsider each problem and be especially wary of missing hypotheses. If they considered the entailment to hold, we still gave the instruction to optionally mention any additional implicit hypothesis that they would be using. Similarly, if they considered that there was no entailment in the problem, they were given prompted to (optionally) give an argument for their judgement. In order to facilitate data collection, the experts were chosen from the network of contacts of the author. Despite this method, the process of data collection took nearly six months. The authors themselves were put to contribution in the data-collection process (taking one set of 30 problems each) in order to complete the survey.
Additionally, collecting all the inputs received and using our best judgments, we have put together a test set of 150 problems comprised of the original problems, a new judgement ("yes" or "no"), and added missing hypotheses (if "yes" is a reasonable option).
Results
In the process, we have gather a total of 449 expert judgments (one expert failed to answer a given problem), 146 missing hypotheses and 47 explanations for negative judgments.
Despite being marked as "yes", the problems with a reported missing hypothesis should really be classified as "no", if one does not assume external knowledge. (See below for further discussion on the reported missing hypotheses.) Thus crunching the numbers, we see that more that half of the responses express some doubt about entailment. Remember that all problems were marked as "yes" by the creators of the RTE3 testsuite -we find here that one average, one expert in two is likely to cast a doubt over this "yes".
However, each problem was classified by three experts. The histogram below shows the distribution of number of experts casting doubt on entailment, over all problems. Unfortunately we can only draw preliminary conclusions, due to the limited number of respondents for each problem. However, we can make the following observations:
1. Perfect agreement (0 or 3 doubts) occur in 48 percent of cases.
2. The probability of having a single doubt being cast is the lowest.
We find this level of agreement indicative of a good level of reliability. Additionally, with three experts per problem, we are very likely to discover most missing hypotheses and incorrect entailments. In our compilation of answers, we have marked 42 problems as straight "No", 64 as "Yes" with missing implicit hypotheses and "44" as plain "Yes". This means that, we expect, in our opinion, 28% of problems to be incorrectly labeled in RTE3 even assuming reasonable world knowledge. An additional 42% of problems require additional (yet reasonable to assume) hypotheses for entailment to hold formally, as prescribed by RTE3. This leaves only 30% of problems to acceptable as such. The reason that the amount of doubt is larger than in the average numbers quoted above is that, for many problems, certain missing hypotheses and/or error were not detected by a majority experts, but, after careful inspection, we judge that the minority report is justified.
We have additionally tagged each missing hypothesis according to the following classification:
1. Linguistic subtleties (Labeled "Language"; Example: "ownership in the past is enough to justify the possessive in the present"; 9 occurrences in our sample) 2. Lexical meaning, sometimes specific to the context of the problem; (Labeled "Lexicon"; Example: "buying entails selling"; 15 occurrences in our sample)
3. World knowledge (Labeled "World"; Example: "Increased amounts of CO2 and other greenhouse gases cause Greenhouse effect."; 13 occurrences in our sample)
4. Other missing hypothesis, see below for further details. The classification between "yes" with missing hypotheses and "no" is sometimes a tenuous one -which is why we elected to group those categories in our summaries above. Indeed, consider the following example: Example: (Problem 672) P: P: Philip Morris the US food and tobacco group that makes Marlboro, the worlds best-selling cigarette, shrugged off strong anti-smoking senti-ment in the US. H: H: Philip Morris owns the Marlboro brand.
We got the following answers:
A1 Yes, if making involves owning the brand A2 Yes, if making something implies owning the brand A3 No, because making the product does not imply owning the brand
It is clear for all experts that a premise is missing, but some will consider it acceptable to add, others will not.
Analysis of reported missing hypotheses and incorrect labeling in RTE3
While most errors in the original RTE classification can not be attributed
Pragmatic Strengthening It appears that wrong conclusions are sometimes justified by appeal to pragmatic strengthening of the premises. (Many problems, at least 175, 50, 51, 454, 643, 722, 740 , 278 in our sample). Indeed, in our experts judgments, we have found cases where problems were marked as "yes" in RTE, and seem to have been implicitly justified with a hypothesis which is, taken in isolation, false, but which could make sense in the context of the premises. This can be problematic in the context of an entailment system. Indeed, the problem does not become "is there entailment", but rather "does the questioner intend entailment". To give an example, take a look at the following:
Example: (Problem 454) P: On Aug. 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was exploded on Hiroshima with an estimated equivalent explosive force of 12,500 tons of TNT, followed three days later by a second, more powerful, bomb on Nagasaki. H: In 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. (Bombs can explode without being dropped.)
The above example was marked as an entailment in the original RTE suite. However, one of our annotators marked as a non-entailment, providing the justification one sees in parentheses. The justification is of course correct. However, one can also claim that given the context of the text, and the fact that one can take dropping of the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagashaki as a recoverable world-knoweldge premise, Yes is also an option. But not an option, if precise inference systems are to be trained.
Mistaking claims for truth The single one largest single specific source of incorrect labeling, found in 12 problems in our sample (750, 754, 756, 757, 51, 66, 178, 225, 294, 588, 643, 659) out of 42 errors, is mistaking claims for truth, as in the following example.
Example: (Problem 294) P: Mental health problems in children and adolescents are on the rise, the British Medical Association has warned, and services are ill-equipped to cope. H: Mental health problems increase in the young.
As it should be obvious with a instant's thought, the above should entail only if the word of the British Medical Association can be taken for fact. While it may be safe to behave as such in many situations in the real world, one cannot do so when reasoning precisely.
Mistaking intentions and facts Another source of common mistakes is the confusion of intentions and facts, found in 8 problems in our sample (33, 148, 191, 396, 420, 59, 121, 166) .
Example: (Problem 191) P: Though Wilkins and his family settled quickly in Italy, it wasn't a successful era for Milan, and Wilkins was allowed to leave in 1987 to join French outfit Paris Saint-Germain. H: Wilkins departed Milan in 1987.
(Even though Wilkins was allowed to leave, it does not mean he actually left.)
Mistaking the past for the present Rather obviously, events described in the past cannot be taken to hold currently. Yet this error is still found in 6 problems in our sample (255, 230, 118, 308, 454, 175) .
Example: (Problem 308) P: On 29 June the Dutch right-wing coalition government collapsed. It was made up of the Christian-democrats (CDA) led by Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende, the right wing liberal party (VVD) and the so-called 'left-liberal' D66. H: Three parties form a Dutch coalition government.
(The coalition may have collapsed at the time of solving the problem)
Incorrect reasoning with lexical semantics The final common source of errors that we identify is incorrect reasoning with lexical semantics. This error a bit more subtle than the others, but found only five occurrences in our sample (59, 202, 221, 231, 463) . One explanation for its relatively low frequency is that RTE subject paid special attention to it. To give an example, consider the following: Example: (Problem 463) P: Catastrophic floods in Europe endanger lives and cause human tragedy as well as heavy economic losses H: Flooding in Europe causes major economic losses.
In the above example, incorrect reasoning with adjectival semantics is made. Catastrophic floods forms a subset of all floods. Thus, the hypothesis does not follow, basically because not all floods are catastrophic.
Use of world-knowledge
We find that entailment problems which depend on any non-trivial amount of world knowledge are problematic from the point of view of training and testing systems for entailment. Indeed, in the presence of a large number of arbitrary facts, the conclusion can come solely from such knowledge, completely ignoring the premise. At best, the premise is serving as priming the memory of the reader. We find this issue to happen in RTE in a significant number of cases, including some of those listed above. For example, in problem 454, it is common knowledge that a bomb was indeed dropped on Hiroshima -yet we may consider that the entailment does not hold as such.
Conclusion and Future work
We find that our hypothesis is validated: RTE is not suitable as such to test a precise NLI system, because, for entailment to hold as tagged in RTE, much world-knowledge is required and many missing hypotheses are omitted.
By using a crowd of experts to repair the missing hypotheses, we have constructed a dataset of 150 precise entailment problems, based on text found in real-world corpora. Even though the dataset is on the small size, it is, to the best of our knowledge, the first of this kind.
An issue with the method that we used to construct our new dataset of entailment problems is that it is difficult to scale: it demands several minutes of scarce expert work per constructed problem. Our plan is to investigate the possibility to gamify the process, so that lots of people can participate in the construction of precise entailment problems, as a form of entertainment. We leave any detail to further work, but this would be an asymmetric game, where one one player tries construct watertight entailment problems, and the opposing player would try and refute such entailment problems (say, by giving counterexamples). Identifying the possible kind of mistakes, as we have done here, will help prompting the players about things to look for -in either of the possible roles.
Finally we find it striking that many mistakes committed in RTE are falling for classical fallacies (appealing to authority accounts for more than a quarter of errors). Thus, we believe that while the entailment problems are useful for the construction of NLI systems, the added hypotheses (or moves taken in our hypothetical game) could be of interest to the linguistic community at large.
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Test suite
We join the complete compiled test suite below. Please note that the problem numbers are not consecutive, because we chose them to be their identifier in the RTE3 test suite.
Problem 4 P: "The Extra Girl" (1923) is a story of a small-town girl, Sue Graham (played by Mabel Normand) who comes to Hollywood to be in the pictures. This Mabel Normand vehicle, produced by Mack Sennett, followed earlier films about the film industry and also paved the way for later films about Hollywood, such as King Vidor's "Show People" (1928) H: "The Extra Girl" was produced by Sennett A: Yes Lexicon: In this context, 'vehicle' is a paraphrase for story/film Nitpick: Sennett is taken as shorthand for Mack Sennett Problem 17 P: Allen was renowned for his skill at scratch-building and creating scenery, and he pioneered the technique of weathering his models to make them look old and more realistic H: Allen introduced a new technique of creating realistic scenery A: Yes Problem 27 P: Under the headline "Greed instead of quality", Germany's Die Tageszeitung says no good will come of the acquisition of the publisher Berliner Verlag by two British and US-based investment funds H: British and US-based investment funds acquire Berliner Verlag A: No; because there is no evidence the planned takeover in the premises was actually carried out Problem 32 P: Carl Smith collided with a concrete lamp-post while skating and suffered a skull fracture that caused a coma. When he failed to regain consciousness, his parents on August 8 consented to his life support machine being turned off H: Carl Smith died on August 8 A: Yes Missing: Turning off a life support machine always results in death of the connected patient Missing: The life support machine was turned off on the same day as the parents gave the consent Problem 33 P: As leaders gather in Argentina ahead of this weekends regional talks, Hugo Chvez, Venezuela's populist president, is using an energy windfall to win friends and promote his vision of 21st-century socialism H: Chvez is a follower of socialism A: Yes Missing: His vision of 21st-century socialism can be classified as socialism Missing: Promoting a vision of X makes one a follower of X Problem 202 P: "Glue sniffing" is most common among teenagers. They generally grow out of it once other drugs such as alcohol and cannabis become available to them. Seven-yearolds have been known to start "glue sniffing". Because of the social stigma attached to "glue sniffing" most snifters stop around 16 or 17 years, unless they are seriously addicted H: Glue-sniffing is common among youngsters A: No Reason: it might still be incredibly rare in all age groups Problem 212 P: Actor Christopher Reeve, best known for his role as Superman, is paralyzed and cannot breathe without the help of a respirator after breaking his neck in a riding accident in Culpeper, Va., on Saturday H: Christopher Reeve had an accident A: Yes Problem 221 P: Asia has the highest number of child workers, but Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest proportion of working children relative to population H: Child labor is widely used in Asia A: No Reason: highest proportion does not imply high, and thus, widely used, cannot be inferred Problem 225 P: Between March and June, scientific observers say, up to 300,000 seals are killed. In Canada, seal-hunting means jobs, but opponents say it is vicious and endangers the species, also threatened by global warming H: Hunting endangers seal species A: Yes Missing: The opponents of seal-hunting are right Problem 230 P: Castro's successful visits to Harlem and the Bronx, his speech to the United Nations General Assembly, and the October 21 march of 3,000 against U.S. policy and subsequent picket lines at Cuba's UN mission in defense of the revolution -all these events dealt blows to the U.S. government's unceasing efforts to isolate and slander Problem 289 P: Kieslowski later said that he abandoned documentary filmmaking due to two experiences: the censorship of Workers '71, which caused him to doubt whether truth could be told literally under an authoritarian regime, and an incident during the filming of Station (1981) in which some of his footage was nearly used as evidence in a criminal case. He decided that fiction not only allowed more artistic freedom, but could portray everyday life more truthfully H: Kieslowski is a director A: Yes Missing: He has not abandoned filmmaking World: all makers of non-documentary films are directors Problem 293 P: Medium-size black holes actually do exist, according to the latest findings from NASA's Hubble Space Telescope, but scientists had to look in some unexpected places to find them. The previously undiscovered black holes provide an important link that sheds light on the way in which black holes grow H: Hubble discovers black holes A: Yes Language: if Telescope findings are classified as discoveries by the telescope itself Problem 294 P: Mental health problems in children and adolescents are on the rise, the British Medical Association has warned, and services are ill-equipped to cope H: Mental health problems increase in the young A: Yes Claim: The British Medical Association was telling the truth when they made their warning Lexicon: Children and adolescents are called young Problem 313 P: Over a course of days, the bank went from apparent strength to bankruptcy. Barings was Britain's oldest merchant bank. It had financed the Napoleonic wars, the Louisiana purchase, and the Erie Canal. Barings was the Queen's bank H: Barings was Britain's oldest merchant bank A: Yes Problem 316 P: President Chirac has been advised that his resumption of nuclear testing would precipitate an international boycott of French products H: International pressure is exerted to end French nuclear tests A: No Reason: because tests have not been resumed Reason: because has been advised is not necessarily a disguise term for international pressure Problem 346 P: The first dinosaur remains in south-east Asia were found in Laos as early as 1936, but little else eventuated until the 1980s. Much of the area is heavily vegetated, and although difficult to explore, promises many significant finds in the future. Thailand has provided the best finds, particularly from the Khorat Group, which covers the period from the late Triassic to the early Cretaceous H: Dinosaur remains were found in Asia A: Yes Problem 378 P: The U.S. space shuttle Atlantis, its lights flashing like a beacon, smoothly docked with Russia's space station Mir Wednesday on its mission to pick up U.S. astronaut Shannon Lucid, who has spent a record-breaking six months in orbit H: US shuttle Atlantis docks with the Mir space station A: Yes Language: "docks" is understood in the possible mood as opposed to the habitual aspect (this is the most available interpretation to me) Problem 396 P: While the Baltic countries are set to join the European Union soon, their economies are already in good shape. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania boast the fastest economic growth in the entire Baltic Sea region, for example H: The Baltic Countries will join the EU A: No Reason: since one may be set to do X and nevertheless not end up doing X Problem 406 P: The Cyrillic alphabet is an alphabet used for several East and South Slavic languages; (Belarusian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Russian, Rusyn, Serbian, and Ukrainian) and many other languages of the former Soviet Union, Asia and Eastern Europe. It has also been used for other languages in the past. Not all letters in the Cyrillic alphabet are used in every language which is written with it H: Cyrillic is an alphabet used for certain Slavic languages, such as Russian A: Yes Problem 421 P: Of all the national park lands in the United States, none is closer to a major urban area or more beset with problems than the Everglades, a shallow, 50-mile-wide river of grass that flows south from Lake Okeechobee to Florida Bay. For more than a generation, this fragile natural wonder has been held hostage by a web of special interests -farmers, sportsmen and about 6 million South Florida residents in need of drinking water and flood control -that is as complex as the ecosystem itself H: The Everglades is 50-mile wide A: Yes Problem 422 P: Aeschylus is often called the father of Greek tragedy; he wrote the earliest complete plays which survive from ancient Greece. He is known to have written more than 90 plays, though only seven survive. The most famous of these are the trilogy known as Orestia. Also well-known are The Persians and Prometheus Bound H: "The Persians" was written by Aeschylus A: Yes Nitpick: We assume coherence is observed Problem 434 P: November 9, 1989 , the day the Berlin Wall fell and the world changed forever . Not even the most astute saw it coming . As Hungary's foreign minister in the late summer of 1989 , Gyula Horn gave the order to let visiting East Germans use his country to do a 400-mile end run around the Berlin Wall , a move now seen as the beginning of the end for hard-line communism in Europe H: The Berlin Wall was torn down in 1989 A: Yes Lexicon: A falling border and a torn border colloquially refer to the same thing Problem 438 P: It would force countries in the region to choose between the United States and Japan -or maybe between Japan and China . And it would collapse whatever promise the newly born Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) holds as a vehicle to assure American commercial access to the booming Pacific markets . To risk all of this in the name of a flawed concept is foolish . This is not to deny the Administration 's understandable frustration with a persistently huge Japanese trade surplus H: APEC is the newly born Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation A: Yes Problem 440 P: Article 19 said a correspondent for the independent newspaper Narodnaya Volya who attempted to determine how many people involved in emergency work in the contaminated zone around the Chernobyl nuclear reactor after the 1986 catastrophe were still alive was told by the Ministry of Emergencies that non-state newspapers could be refused access to any information H: The catastrophe at Chernobyl happened in 1986 A: Yes O: the Chernobyl nuclear reactor entails that was in Chernobyl P: Qin Shi Huang, personal name Zheng, was king of the Chinese State of Qin fromProblem 516 P: The biggest newspaper in Norway, Verdens Gang, prints a letter to the editor written by Joe Harrington and myself H: Verdens Gang is a Norwegian newspaper A: Yes Missing: Verdens Gang is Norwegian, not a foreign paper that happens to be the biggest newspaper in Norway Problem 517 P: A number of undergraduate schools and colleges have also received it, as has the French Red-Cross, the abbey of Notre-Dame des Dombes, and the French railway company SNCF H: The French railway company is called SNCF A: Yes Problem 536 P: The beleaguered Euro-Disney theme park outside Paris is doing so poorly it might have to close unless it gets help soon from its lenders, the chairman of Walt Disney Co. said in an interview published Friday H: Euro-Disney is a theme park outside Paris A: Yes Nitpick: There is only one Euro-Disney Problem 540 P: New Delhi: More than 100 Nobel prize winners, two US congressmen, and leading labour organizations have expressed concern over threats against the life of Kailash Satyarthi, India's leading opponent of child labour H: Kailash Satyarthi, India's leading opponent of child labour A: Yes Remark: Badly formed problem (Interpreting the hypothesis to say Satyarthi *is* the leading opponent) Problem 541 P: The hurdler suspended in 1993 for taking the anabolic steroid Nandrolone was cleared after a three judge arbitration panel ruled that the case against her could not be proved beyond reasonable doubt H: Nandrolone is a steroid A: Yes Problem 542 P: Even while accepting the Russian plan, IMF Managing Director Michel Camdessus noted that the efficiency of Russia's State Taxation Service "is declining rapidly." H: Michel Camdessus is managing director of IMF A: Yes Problem 545 P: Rolf Ekeus the Swedish diplomat who chairs the commission said that while Baghdad had been cooperative in helping his panel establish procedures for monitoring and verifying the weapons destruction it is unclear how the Iraqis will react once the system is in operation H: Rolf Ekeus is a Swedish diplomat A: Yes Problem 547 P: For the case of Aldrich Hazen (Rick) Ames , and his Colombian-born wife , Maria del Rosario Casas Ames arrested by the FBI on charges that they were Russian spies , is so rich in mysteries , puzzles , riddles and contradictions that the answers may never be untangled even as the CIA's counterintell H: Aldrich Hazen Ames is married to Rosario Casas Ames A: Yes Turning on the weather channel implies getting information -but nothing says that it comes directly from it Problem 618 P: Some passengers were escorted off the ship in wheelchairs by crew wearing blue gloves H: Wheelchairs were used to lead passengers off the ship A: No Reasion: lack of determiner is read as universal in this case Problem 629 P: Bangladesh, one of the world's poorest countries, suffered a devastating drought and famine in 1974, which killed 1.5 million people. While trying to help starving villagers, he met a 21-year-old woman named Sufia Begum, who was burdened by a tiny yet crushing debt, Yunus recalled in his autobiography, "Banker to the Poor." H: 1.5 million people were killed during the drought and famine devastation in 1974 in Bangladesh A: Yes Problem 635 P: Norwegian police released one of three people arrested when Edvard Munch's painting 'The Scream', stolen from the National Gallery in Oslo, was found H: Norwegian police arrested three people for the theft of Munch's painting, 'The Scream' A: No Reason: it is not clear from the premise that the three people were arrested for the theft Problem 637 P: In France, art dealers are obliged by law to register all purchases except those bought at a public auction H: In France, works of art bought at public auction are exempt from registration A: Yes World: No one other than art dealers register art works sold at a public auction Problem 643 P: The Federal Bureau of Investigation started an independent probe of the circumstances shortly after the White House made plain that President Bill Clinton considered industrial espionage a particular threat to US economic interests H: President Clinton thinks that industrial espionage is a threat to America's well being A: No Reason: The White House is not necessarily being forthcoming about the president's actual beliefs Problem 653 P: Argentina's campaign to re-establish itself as a trustworthy trading partner was boosted yesterday with the underwriting of a Dollars 9.5m buyer credit by Britain's Problem 675 P: Gold mining operations in California and Nevada use cyanide to extract the precious metal H: Cyanide is used in gold mining A: Yes Problem 677 P: Known as "heap leach" mining, the method has become popular in the last decade because it enables microscopic bits of gold to be economically extracted from low-grade ore H: The mining industry uses a method known as heap leaching A: Yes Clarification: We're talking about the mining industry (as opposed to, say, amature gold hunters) Problem 693 P: More than 6,400 migratory birds and other animals were killed in Nevada by drinking water in the cyanide-laced ponds produced by gold mining operations H: Animals have died by the thousands from drinking at cyanide-laced holding ponds A: Yes World: Ponds produced by gold mining operations are called holding ponds Conservationists fear that one of Namibia's most precious resources, its abundant wildlife and especially its threatened black rhinoceros, faces a major menace from poaching H: In Africa, rhinos are seriously endangered by poaching A: No Reason: P is only about Nambia, not rhinos in general in Africa Reason: Conservationists may not be right Problem 713 P: The chaotic development that is gobbling up the Amazon rain forest could finally be reined in with a new plan developed by officials of Amazon countries and leading scientists from around the world H: The Amazon rainforest suffers from chaotic development A: Yes Lexicon: Being gobbled up by X entails suffering from X Problem 722 P: As Fiat shows off its robot-controlled inventory stacks in glossy advertisements and IBM switches off the lights in its automated warehouse in Greenock, it is clear that unmoved by any obstacle or any argument," said Bill Clapp, an heir to the Weyerhaeuser fortune and founder of Global Partnerships, a Seattle microfinance group that has partnered with Grameen in Central America H: Bill Clapp is the founder of the Global Partnerships A: Yes 
